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Fast prototyping … A new "fuel" for the Solution F Company based in Venelles since 
1985!  It was originally specifically intended for new solutions for conceptual and de-
tailed design and for manufacturing of equipment for use in the automobile industry, 
but the process developed by the company has since attracted other sectors that 
have progressively been benefiting from the company's skills.  Gaël Volpi, manager 
of the E2R Fast Prototyping department, tells us about the advantages.  This is also 
an opportunity for Provence Promotion to highlight the innovative product range offe-
red by Solution F to companies in the region. 

  
> A very automobile-oriented DNA …  
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> … Without any doubt:  
 

Gaël Volpi: Therefore, with our fast prototyping activity, "prototype" parts similar to series parts 
can be made within very short times.  Although most applications of this process are used by 
automobile manufacturers simply because it is not well-known and seen elsewhere, it is also 
beneficial for the production of a large number of complex parts made of plastic with or without 
a metallic coating for use in many sectors (the aeronautical industry is one example but there 
are many others). 

 
>  Trying fast prototyping means adopting it! 
 
Gaël Volpi:  Some designers ask us to develop objects similar to series parts.  Therefore at this 
stage we are much further advanced than a simple mockup!  But unlike the situation in the Uni-
ted Kingdom and in Germany, France has not yet taken advantage of the full potential of this pro-
cess that saves time, introduces large cost reductions and enables tailored solutions for manu-
factured parts.  The activity has an enormous potential!  Fortunately, there is increasing interest 
in our work, particularly in the PACA region, even though few small or medium size enterprises 
are familiar with our company … 
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>  INTERTITRE:  … that is equally applicable to air craft 
 

Gaël Volpi:  We have acquired very short, strictly controlled and high performance manufactu-
ring processes as a direct result of our long experience in the automobile sector and the work 
that we have done, particularly for F1 (wind tunnel tests) and for manufacturing of parts in fast 
prototyping.  Starting from the principle that the aeronautical sector is just as demanding as For-
mula 1, we have set up gateways between the two sectors and we have been involved in manu-
facturing complex parts for several projects developed by large aeronautical companies.. 
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Provence Promotion firmly believes that the presen-
ce of Solution F is a genuine advantage for the PA-
CA region because it can represent a genuine acce-
lerating force for many companies outside the auto-
mobile sector.  The company can help to develop 
and manufacture products quickly and at lower cost 
in many other sectors such as aeronautical, nautical, 
electronic, architecture, etc.  In any case, local inte-
rest is increasing, demonstrating that "Solution F" is 
not limiting itself to a small circle of insiders working 
in the automobile industry and mechanical sports.  
This is the case for the Pégase competitiveness 
cluster and the Optical Cluster in the Château-
Gombert Technology Park that wanted to work with 
Solution F and create a genuine momentum around 
fast prototyping.  Their intention is to make as many 
small and medium size companies in the region as 
possible aware of Solution F and to make tomorrow's 
engineers familiar with this process.   Solution F has 
decided to offer its skills and infrastructures to small 
and medium size enterprises who are interested in 
testing fast prototyping, and to engineering schools 
for training in these fast manufacturing techniques 
that have a bright future … 

For further information:  
 
www.solutionf.com 
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