


Personalization equipment
> Personalization equipment is used to initialize cards 
(with issuer-related data), perform tests, and personalize 
cards (with cardholder-related data).

Manufacturing equipment
> Manufacturing equipment is readily available for 
different production levels for all steps of smart card 
manufacturing.  

Systems integration
> Systems integration includes smart card related developments and 
integration in the environment. Both global systems integrators and 
specialists of the smart card industry are present on this market.

Embedding
> Consists in laminating the 
micro module or the inlay 
together with a plastic card. 
This is the central operation of 

smart card vendor companies. 

Micro-module 
assembly

> Micro-module assembly 
requires a clean room and 
some expertise in semi-
conductor manipulation. 
It is generally performed 
by smart card vendors 
and semi-conductor ma-

nufacturers. 

Semi-conductor
> Semi-conductors are the 
active element of smart cards. 
Smart card chips can support 
contact, contactless or both 

types of communication. 
Given the necessary investment 
level, most semi-conductor 
companies are large multina-
tional companies. Fabless semi-
conductor designers are also 

listed here.

Operating System
> Operating systems are at the
core of operation of micro-
processors. They are generally 
developed by smartcard ven-
dors, or by semi-conductor 
companies. A few third parties 
have developed the appropriate 
expertise to develop operating 

systems.

Inlay
> Inlays are a subpart 
of contactless cards and 
electronic passports. 
The inlay is made of the 
chip and the antenna, 
fi xed on a substrate. The 
inlay is sold to a card 
manufacturer to be lami-
nated with other card or 

passport subparts. 

Plastic card
> Plastic card manufacturing
involves a combination of prin-
ting and chemistry expertise.
Many purely plastic card 
manufacturers come from the 

printing industry.

Personalization 
services

> Personalization services consists 
in downloading cardholder related 
data in the card, and printing it on 
the card surface. It is performed by 
smart card vendors or independent 
service bureaus. It is generally asso-
ciated with card mailing or end user 

delivery.

Test
> Test is an essential part 
of any semi-conductor 
related product. We list here 
suppliers of hardware and 
software test tools, and also 

certifi cation laboratories.

Application 
operation
> Application operation 
includes companies that 
are involved in the actual 
operation of smart card 
applications.

Other 
expertise
> Other expertise includes
consultants, developers of 
smart card related techno-
logies…

Smart card readers 
and terminals
> Smart card readers include all 
types of readers, from the simple 
PC connected reader to the POS 
terminal, and also biometric and 
access  control readers.

Application 
software
> Application software 
includes user interface, 
systems operation, front 
offi ce, and back offi ce.

Other devices
> Other devices include devices 
that read and interact with smart 
cards as a side function. These 
devices include physical access 
control barriers, TV decoders, 
handsets, and more. 

Lower layer 
software
> Lower layer software 
includes fi rmware and 
software developed in-
side cards and readers. 
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Manufacturing Equipment

IMPIKA
www.impika.com

PLASTIFRANCE
www.plastifrance-card.com

ASK
www.ask-rfi d.com

GEMALTO
www.gemalto.com

INTEGRALE SOLUTIONS (Arjo Wiggins) 
www.integralesolutions.com

SMART PACKAGING SOLUTIONS
www.s-p-s.com

ACCENT
www.accent-soc.com

ID3
www.id3semiconductors.com

INSIDE CONTACTLESS
www.insidecontactless.com

LFOUNDRY (Landshut Silicon Foundry GmbH)
www.lfoundry.com

NXP
www.nxp.com

ST ERICSSON
www.sopragroup.com

STMICROELECTRONICS
www.st.com

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS
www.ti.com

TRUSTED LOGIC - TRUSTED LABS
www.trusted-logic.com

SMART PACKAGING SOLUTIONS
www.s-p-s.com

WATCHDATA
www.watchdata.com

NBS TECHNOLOGIES
www.nbstech.com

System Integration

ASK
www.ask-rfi d.com

GEMALTO
www.gemalto.com

INTEGRALE SOLUTIONS (Arjo Wiggins) 
www.integralesolutions.com

INSIDE CONTACTLESS
www.insidecontactless.com

STMICROELECTRONICS
www.st.com

ABC SMART CARD
www.abc-smartcard.com

ALCINEO
www.alcineo.com

ATMEL 
www.atmel.com

INSEAL
www.inseal.com

NETHEOS
www.netheos.net

TRUSTED LOGIC
www.trusted-logic.com

AMESYS
www.amesys.fr

ARD
www.ard.fr

ATOS ORIGIN
www.fr.atosorigin.com

CASSIS INTERNATIONAL
www.cassis-intl.com

COPPERNIC
www.coppernic.fr

HOROQUARTZ
www.horoquartz.fr

ILEX 
www.ilex.fr

MICRO BE
www.micro-be.com

MONEXT
www.monext.fr

MOBILE DISTILLERY
www.mobile-distillery.com

MOBILYSIM
www.mobilysim.com

NETHEOS
www.netheos.net

WELCOME REALTIME
www.welcome-rt.com

ACS
www.acs.com

AVT - ACCESS VITAL TECHNOLOGY 
www.avtsesam.com

EASYDENTIC
www.easydenticgroup.org

ELYCTIS
www.elyctis.fr

INGENICO
www.ingenico.com

INSILIO
www.insilio.com

MAXIM
www.maxim-ic.com

NEOTION
www.neotion.com

NEOWAVE
www.neowave.fr

NIS
www.nis-infor.com

PSION TEKLOGIX
www.psion.com

STID
www.stid.com

TIL TECHNOLOGIES
www.til-technologies.fr

ASCOM MULTIMEDIA & PAY SYSTEMS
www.ascom.fr

BAZILE TELECOM
www.baziletelecom.fr

EDITAG
www.editag.eu

EXATEC
www.exatec-atm.com

IER AUTOMATIC SYSTEMS
http://row.automatic-systems.com

IPM GROUP
www.ipmgroup.eu

MIOS MOBILITECH
www.mios.fr

TWINLINX
www.twinlinx.com

ATOS ORIGIN
www.fr.atosorigin.com

DIGITICK
www.digitick.com

HIGH CO
www.highco.fr

KUANTIC
www.kuantic.com

MONEXT
www.monext.fr

BUSINESS CARD ASSOCIATES
www.bcasmart.com

GFI INFORMATIQUE
www.gfi .fr

NAOS M2M
www.naosm2m.com

SOPRA
www.sopragroup.com

BCP SAMODIA
www.samodia.com

COEXEL
www.coexel.com

CRYPTIRIS
www.cryptiris.com

INTELLING - SMART INSIGHTS
www.smartinsights.net

RW CONSEIL
www.rwconseil.com

Personalization Equipment

GEMALTO
www.gemalto.com

INTEGRALE SOLUTIONS (Arjo Wiggins) 
www.integralesolutions.com

SMART PACKAGING SOLUTIONS 
www.s-p-s.com

IMPIKA 
www.impika.com

NBS TECHNOLOGIES
www.nbstech.com

PACA MOBILE CENTER
www.pacamobilecenter.com

SOLIATIS
www.soliatis.com

SOLIATIS LAB
www.soliatis-lab.com

TRUSTED LOGIC
www.trusted-logic.com

TRUSTED LABS
www.trusted-logic.com

GS TAG
www.tagimprim.com

Secure Transactions 
value chain

Experience Provence
Located in Southern Europe’s Silicon Valley

Pay for a coffee, buy a ticket and validate it for 

a journey or for access to a concert, all using 

a mobile phone... The transformation of our 

mobile into a payment device has opened up 

the city to contactless payment. Contactless 

payment is already commonplace in Asia and 

has been experimented with in France for a 

number of years in places such as Strasbourg, 

Caen, Marseille, Nice and... Disneyland Paris. 

For the user, these solutions - based on the 

secure contactless NFC technology - increase 

the speed of transactions, offer better security 

than traditional payment systems (cash, checks) 

and reduce the use of bank ATMs. For the 

vendor, they reduce line waiting times and 

guarantee payment, thereby increasing 

productivity and customer comfort and 

boosting turnover.

Contactless technologies and secure 

transactions are at the heart of the R&D 

collaborative programs being developed at 

the Secured Communicating Solutions (SCS) 

competitive cluster located in Provence. 

World leaders in these technologies (Gemalto, 

Inside Contactless, STMicroElectronics...) have 

chosen this site in the south of France, between 

Aix-en-Provence and Marseilles, to carry out 

R&D, search for new uses for the technologies 

and devise new business models. The aim of this 

document is to present the main actors in the 

secure transaction value chain in Provence, from 

manufacturers (smart cards, semi-conductors,

operating systems, inlaying, micro module 

assembly, embedding), to specialized solutions 

(testing, customized services) and systems 

integration (lower-layer software, application 

software, smart card readers and terminals, 

devices, application deployment...). 

 CONTACT PROVENCE PROMOTION
Stéphane GHIO - +33 (0)4 96 11 60 16
s.ghio@provence-promotion.fr

www.theprovencepartnership.com
PROVENCE PROMOTION
Economic Development Agency 
Les Docks -10 place Joliette - BP 45607 - 13567 Marseille 
Cedex 02 - FRANCE

The companies

PROVENCE  PROMOTION
The Provence Promotion economic development  agency provides free and confi dential assistance 
to new business ventures as well as to French or foreign companies setting up in the region.
Pre-setup support :•  General information and statistics on the Bouches-du-Rhône economy 
and region ; information on current legislation and regulations, etc.  ;
Support for funding :•  Support in assembling and fi nalizing funding applications and fundraising 
initiatives ;
Support for recruitment :•  Assistance in staff recruitment ;
Support in setting up offi ce : • Assistance for fi nding business premises or development land ;
Relocation support : • Assistance for your employees as they move into a new environment.

Provence’s technology value chain is complete, there are no missing links. This 

document aims to illustrate the wealth of expertise and dynamism Provence 

has to offer in these technologies, with its numerous start-ups, SME’s and major 

international corporations. Indeed, many foreign companies in the sector already 

have made the right choice and joined us, taking advantage of the experience of 

our engineers and the training offered by our universities, engineering schools 

and research centers. 

Add to this help with fi nancing from the SCS cluster plus research tax credits - 

the most effi cient in Europe and among the fi rst in the world - and it’s clear that 

Provence is the place to be for IT.

 THE PROVENCE PARTNERSHIP
Top quality infrastructure and conditions for business and networking.
Few regions can offer as much as Provence can. Our region excels in technological, logistic and industrial business 
opportunities, with its world-class labor force, research facilities and renowned universities. 
Provence is a region  where ideal living standards meet ideal business conditions. 
The Provence Partnership will give you the support your business needs to succeed and the support you need to make 
the most of everything this region has to offer.

…because IT’s the place to be for IT.

THE  SCS (SECURED COMMUNICATING SOLUTIONS) CLUSTER

The world-renowned SCS cluster, which was approved in July 2005, brings 
together players from the microelectronics, software, telecommunications, 
multimedia and ICT services and usage sectors in the PACA region.

The cluster’s mission is to foster the emergence of innovative collaborative 
projects between all stakeholders (researchers, manufacturers, training 
organizations and local authorities) to design and develop solutions that 
integrate new components, software, networks and systems to exchange and 
process information securely and reliably.

It participates in developing the economy, enhancing the competitiveness 
of enterprises and boosting employment by leveraging innovation, training 
and partnerships.

So far it has brought together some 200 industry players around R & D 
projects related to high-growth markets such as mobile communications, 
health, tourism and security.

The cluster have set four priorities :
Consolidate the leadership of the cluster’s players : consolidate the control of our • 
value chain’s key skills and strengthen R & D ;
Contribute to the emergence of new companies and the development of • 
technologies by SME’s ;
Strengthen the region’s attractiveness to lock Provence into a process of industrial • 
growth and scientifi c excellence ;
Finally, and most importantly, form the backbone of ICT employment in the PACA • 
region and increase the number of sector jobs from 41,000 in 2006 to over 
65,000 within the next 10 years.

THE  NATIONAL  RFID  CENTER

The National RFID Center (CNRFID) was 
set up at the end of 2008 at the initiative 
of the Ministry of Economy, Finance and 
Employment (MINEFE) to facilitate the 

development and use of the RFID (Radio 
Frequency Identifi cation) technology to 

support both solution providers (designers, 
equipment manufacturers, integrators, 

lawyers, etc.) and users (companies in the 
distribution, aerospace and electronics 

sectors, SME’s and VSE’s, associations etc.).
The CNRFID permanently monitors 

supply at the national level and, through its 
information campaigns, promotes the use of 

RFID technology throughout France.

Its missions :
Provide fi nancial and technical support to develop • 
solutions ;
Contribute to standardization and legal and • 
regulatory development ;
Promote its members’ business expansion ;• 
Advise and train users and providers of RFID • 
solutions ;
Identify technological solutions.• 


